
Eccentricity of an ellipse underground
mathematics

An ellipse which is not a circle has eccentricity 0 < 𝑒 < 1. (A circle has eccentricity 0.) The

ellipse with equation

𝑥2

𝑎2 + 𝑦2

𝑏2 = 1,

where 𝑎 > 𝑏, has eccentricity 𝑒 given by

𝑏2 = 𝑎2(1 − 𝑒2).
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